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by Antonino Occhiuto

On 17 April 2019, the Euro-Gulf Information Centre (EGIC) hosted Fabrizio Cioc-

ca, an independent sociologist who has focused his studies on multi-ethnic urban 

systems who presented his latest book “L’Islam Italiano: Un’indagine tra religione, 

identita’ e islamofobia.” The book focuses on defining the identity, the aspirations 

and the main issues affecting Muslim communities across Italy. The book’s research 

is based on primary sources and on a comprehensive statistical analysis of the data 

collected by the author, relaying mainly on Facebook and other social networks. 

The event, moderated by Arabpress blogger Beatrice Tauro, comes at a time in 

which right wing populist parties are increasingly popular across the EU as they 

campaign against migration flows while constructing a correlation between mi-

gration and islamisation. The author argues that Italy’s Muslim communities has 

unique characteristics, compared to other European Muslim communities, which 

justify and ad hoc study. This comes as part of EGIC’s efforts to build cultural 

bridges and enhance mutual understanding among people of different backgrounds. 
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Italy’s Muslim community is characterised by two overarching features. The first 

one is the reduction of foreign Muslims as the children of Muslim migrants apply 

to obtain the Italian citizenship. The second is the absence of a dominant commu-

nity originating from a single country as it is the case in France, where Muslims are 

overwhelmingly from Algeria and the rest of the Maghreb region, Germany, char-

acterised by a large Turkish community, or the United Kingdom where Muslims of 

Pakistani origins are clearly the majority. While on the one hand, this facilitates in-

tegration, on the other it does not allow Italian Muslims to speak with one voice and 

to engage institutions effectively. Most local and national institutions  within Italy 

are reluctant to provide space and facilities for Muslim worshippers. Italy is cur-

rently home to a population of 2.5 million Muslims, making it Italy’s second most 

followed religion. Despite that, to date only 6 mosques have been built in the entire 

national territory. As a result, Italian Muslims find that practising their religion is 

increasingly problematic. 

According to Ciocca, practical difficulties in everyday life add to a general sense of 

discrimination perceived by young Italian Muslims. Islamophobia has undoubtedly 

been on the rise in the West and across Europe since the 9/11/2001 attacks. Societal 

hostility, in turn, pushed second generation Muslims away from state institutions 

and to seek for other sources of identity such as religion and culture. As such, re-

ligion is likely to play a crucial role in the life of young European Muslims, at least 

for the foreseeable future. 

To date, Italy has not yet been fertile ground for the rise of violent grass-roots Is-

lamophobic organisations such as the ones carrying out attacks targeting Muslims 

in France and in the United Kingdom. However, arguably, this is partially due to the 

fact that Italy’s Muslim population is currently very small compared to other major 

European countries. As the number of Italian Muslims is set to increase, there are 

some major points of contention that should be addressed to ensure societal cohe-

sion in the years to come. Firstly, Italy’s legal system lacks specific legislation to 

prosecute cases of Islamophobia. Secondly, schools and universities are now expe-
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riencing unprecedented levels of discrimination while lacking the preparation 

to limit and confront the phenomena. Arguably, the most problematic points 

of contentions are related to a the difficulties to obtain Italy’s citizenship. It is 

a complicated and lengthy bureaucratic process. Furthermore, the Italian state 

does not grant the birth-right citizenship. This applies to all who migrated to 

Italy from outside the European Union (EU), overwhelmingly from Muslim 

majority countries. All societal studies demonstrate that Italian Muslims are 

better integrated than Muslims who live in Italy without EU citizenship. This 

is related to the fact that citizenship implies a series of rights and duties which 

make individuals feel part of the wider society, independently from their reli-

gious beliefs.

***

The Euro-Gulf Information Centre, through its analyses, conferences and cul-

tural events is constantly working at building a network of experts in relevant 

fields with the ultimate goal of contributing guidance to policymakers for effec-

tive cross-regional and international peace building. This book launch, consti-

tutes a relevant example of how current national and international challenges 

such as national integration should be addressed. Social and cultural progress 

often paves the way for future concrete cooperation between local minorities 

and the State.
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